
Local Area Unemployment Rates

What is this?
The local area unemployment statistic, reported by the Department of Labor’s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, provides monthly and annual average estimates (shown above) for the 
unemployment rate.  The unemployment rate is the ratio of unemployed (those persons 
who had no employment during time period, were available for work, and made specific 
efforts to find employment) to the civilian labor force expressed as a percent.

Why is this important and how are we doing?
Unemployment rate is a primary indicator of economic and social well-being.  While the 
south Florida region of Miami-Ft. Lauderdale MSA holds a consistently higher rate of 
unemployment when compared to the rest of the state, the region and the state has 

made significant progress in reducing the unem-
ployment rate in re-
cent years.  High 
economic growth 
rates statewide has 
been successful in 
absorbing the high 
rate of population 
growth the region 
and state are expe-
riencing.
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Labor Force Participation 

What is this?
The labor force is all persons classified 
as employed or unemployed in a specific 
geographic area.  Those not in the labor 
force include persons 16 years and older 
and for a variety of reasons (retirement, 
disability, incarcerated, etc.) are not 
searching for work.  The labor force par-
ticipation rate is the labor force as a per-
cent of the civilian non-institutional popu-
lation.

Why is this important and how are we 
doing?
The labor force participation rate will pro-
vide the baseline for unemployment/
employment rates and how large our la-
bor pool is.  South Florida has a high 
population of retirees and those who are 
institutionalized, 
often in correc-
tional facilities.  
Recent years 
have shown sta-
bility in the labor 
force participa-
tion rates.  
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Per Capita Personal      
Income

What is this?
The Census Bureau’s American Commu-
nity Survey calculates defines per capital 
personal income as the average obtained 
by dividing the aggregate income by total 
population of the areas.  

Why is this important and how are we 
doing?

Per capita personal income gives a pic-
ture of personal earnings, showing that 
Miami-Dade County residents earn sig-
nificantly less than the statewide average, 
while coping with ever increasing costs of 
living, particularly as it relates to housing 
and transportation.  This is related to the 
high level of historic low-wage employ-

ment areas and a workforce 
that holds a lower-then aver-
age education level.  Addition-
ally, high immigration rates ac-
count for 
lower 
earnings.      
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Median Household Income

What is this?
The median income, based upon Census’ American Community Survey data, divides 
the income distribution into two equal parts, one-half of the cases falling below the me-
dian income and the other half above.  For households and families, the median income 
is based on the distribution of the total number of households and families including 
those with no income.  

Why is it important & how are we doing?
As with other income measures, Miami-Dade lags comparative cities and counties, par-
ticularly in light of housing costs.

Poverty Rates in Miami-Dade, 2005

Source: U.S. Census’ American Community Survey for Miami-Dade County, FL. 2005

Miami Dade Median Household Income (inflation adjusted dollars)
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Consumer Price Index

What is this?
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) calculate by the Labor Department’s Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, is a measure of the average change over time in the prices paid by urban 
consumers for a market basket of consumer goods and services.  The CPI represents 
all goods and services purchased for consumption by the reference population. Major 
groups and examples of categories in each are as follows:

•
 FOOD AND BEVERAGES (breakfast cereal, milk, coffee, chicken, wine, service 
meals & snacks)
•
 HOUSING (rent of primary residence, owners' equivalent rent, fuel oil, bedroom 
furniture) 
•
 APPAREL (men's shirts and sweaters, women's dresses, jewelry) 
•
 TRANSPORTATION (new vehicles, airline fares, gasoline, motor vehicle insur-
ance) 
•
 MEDICAL CARE (prescription drugs and medical supplies, physicians' services, 
health services)
•
 RECREATION (televisions, pets and pet products, sports equipment, admis-
sions); 
•
 EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION (college tuition, postage, telephone serv-
ices, computer software and accessories); 
•
 OTHER GOODS AND SERVICES (tobacco and smoking products, haircuts and 
other personal services, funeral expenses). 
Why is this important and how are we doing?
The CPI frequently is called a cost-of-living index, but it differs in important ways from a 

complete cost-of-living measure. The Labor Dept. has for some time used 
a cost-of-living framework in making practical decisions about questions 
that arise in constructing the CPI. A cost-of-living index is a conceptual 
measurement goal, however, not a straightforward alternative to the CPI. 

South Florida MSA is comparable to the Southern region of the United 
States in terms of prices paid for the “market basket” of consumer goods 
identified and measured by the Labor Department.

Miami-Ft. Lauderdale MSA Southern United States
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Poverty Rate, % of Individuals 
in Poverty in last 12 months

What is this?
The U.S. Census’ American Fact Finder 
Survey calculates this.  The Census Bu-
reau uses a set of money income thresh-
olds that vary by family size and composi-
tion to detect who is poor. The official 
definition was established in the 1930s 
using a formula that was based on the 
cost of a nutritious but inexpensive diet.  
If the total income for the individual falls 
below the relevant poverty threshold, 
then the individual is classified as being 
“below the poverty level”.

Why is this important and how are we 
doing?
It is generally agreed that the poverty line 
and definitions the Census Bureau uses 
is insufficient to accurately measure eco-
nomic need, with basic needs spending 
being more directed towards 
other kinds of needs (hous-
ing, child-care, transporta-
tion, etc.).  Nevertheless, 
Miami-Dade County has a 
high percentage of it’s popu-
lation existing, close to 20%, 
below the “official” poverty 
line.  High poverty rates cor-
respond to social problems.  
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Child Poverty Rate

What is this?
U.S. Census’ American Fact Finder Sur-
vey measure above poverty of related 
children under the ages of 18 years of 
age.

Why is this important and how are we 
doing?
Miami-Dade County and the area have 
high rates of child poverty that are central 
challenges to our community’s well-being. 
 Poverty 
has 
taken on 
a 
younger 
composi-
tion and 
children 
who live 

in poverty have significant 
barriers towards long-term 
social and economic suc-
cess. 
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Poverty Characteristics of Miami-Dade Individuals, 2005
Characteristics Total Below 

Poverty Level
% Below Pov-

erty Level

Age

131,938 22.8%Under 18 Years of Age

18 - 64 Years of Age 213,662 15%

65 & Over 67,576 21.5%

Sex

166,993 15%Male

Female 246,183 20.4%

Race & Hispanic Origin

246,285 14.9%White (including hispanic)

Black/African American 130,539 28.6%

Hispanic/Latino Origin 239,041 16.8%

White, Non-Hispanic 42,048 10%

Educational Attainment

97,669 27.1%Less Than High School 

High School Graduate (including equivalency) 72,328 17.5%

Some College, Associates Degree
39,731 10.8%

Bachelors Degree or Higher
24,568 6.4%

Employment Status

79,572 7.7%Employed

Employed, Male 36,019 6.4%

Employed, Female 43,553 9.2%

Unemployed 29,951 33.5%
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Characteristics Total Below 
Poverty Level

% Below Pov-
erty Level

Unemployed, Male 10,896 27%

Unemployed, Female 19,055 38.9%

What is this?
Taken from the Census’ American Community Survey for 2005, a survey was performed 
of individuals falling under the federal poverty line.  A variety of characteristics and vari-
ables of Miami-Dade’s poor.

Why is this important and how are we doing?
The survey, while holding a higher margin of error in demonstrating that Miami-Dade’s 
poor are more likely to be employed than unemployed and be more predominate among 
females than males as well as racial and ethnic minority populations.

Poverty Characteristics of Miami-Dade Families, 2005
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What is this?
Taken from the Census’ American Community Survey for 2005, a survey was performed 
of families, with distinctions made between married and female-headed householder (no 
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husband present), falling under the federal poverty line.  A variety of characteristics and 
variables of Miami-Dade’s poor families was measured.

Why is this important and how are we doing?
The survey, while holding a higher margin of error in demonstrating that marriage, 
smaller families, and consistent employment are variables that contribute to progressing 
out of poverty. 

Median Earnings in last 12 months by Sex & Educational Attain-
ment for Miami-Dade Residents 25 Years of Age and Older

What is this?

Taken from the Census’ American Community Survey for 2005, a survey was performed 
of Miami-Dade residents’ annual earnings with educational attainment and gender taken 
into consideration.  
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Why is this important and how are we doing?
The survey, while holding a higher margin of error in demonstrating that educational at-
tainment enhances earnings as does being male.  Females are consistently underval-
ued even when educational levels are equivalent.

Unemployment Status of Miami-Dade Residents, 2005
Unemployment Rate, 2005 
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