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Poverty Rate, % of Individuals in Poverty in last 12 months
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What is this?

The U.S. Census’ American Fact Finder Survey calculates this. The Census Bureau
uses a set of money income thresholds that vary by family size and composition to de-
tect who is poor. The official definition was established in the 1930s using a formula that
was based on the cost of a nutritious but inexpensive diet. If the total income for the in-
dividual falls below the relevant poverty threshold, then the individual is classified as be-
ing “below the poverty level”.

Why is this important and how are we doing?

It is generally agreed that the poverty line and definitions the Census Bureau uses is
insufficient to accurately measure economic need, with basic needs spending being
more directed towards other kinds of needs (housing, child-care, transportation, etc.).
Nevertheless, Miami-Dade County has a high percentage of it’s population existing,
close to 20%, below the “official” poverty line. High poverty rates correspond to social
problems.

Poverty Rates in Miami-Dade, 2005
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2005

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

1 Based Upon U.S. Census’ American Community Survey, 2005 for Miami-Dade County, FL.
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Poverty Characteristics of Miami-Dade Individuals, 2005

Characteristics Total Below % Below Pov-
Poverty Level erty Level

Age
Under 18 Years of Age 131,938 22.8%
18 - 64 Years of Age 213,662 15%
65 & Over 67,576 21.5%
Sex
Male 166,993 15%
Female 246,183 20.4%
Race & HisEanic Oriﬂin
White (including hispanic) 246,285 14.9%
Black/African American 130,539 28.6%
Hispanic/Latino Origin 239,041 16.8%
White, Non-Hispanic 42,048 10%

Educational Attainment

Less Than High School 97,669 271%
High School Graduate (including equivalency) 72,328 17.5%
Some College, Associates Degree

39,731 10.8%
Bachelors Degree or Higher

24,568 6.4%
Emgloiment Status
Employed 79,572 7.7%
Employed, Male 36,019 6.4%
Employed, Female 43,553 9.2%

Unemployed 29,951 33.5%
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Characteristics Total Below % Below Pov-
Poverty Level erty Level
Unemployed, Male 10,896 27%
Unemployed, Female 19,055 38.9%

What is this?

Taken from the Census’ American Community Survey for 2005, a survey was performed
of individuals falling under the federal poverty line. A variety of characteristics and vari-
ables of Miami-Dade’s poor.

Why is this important and how are we doing?

The survey, while holding a higher margin of error in demonstrating that Miami-Dade’s
poor are more likely to be employed than unemployed and be more predominate among
females than males as well as racial and ethnic minority populations.

Poverty Characteristics of Miami-Dade Families, 2005

Characteristics All Families, % | Married Couples, | Female House-
Below Poverty | % Below Poverty | holder, No Hus-
Level Level band Present, %
Below Poverty
Level

Social Security Income
in last 12 months 11.9% 11.5% 12.3%

Educational Attainment

| Of Householder |

Less than high school 25.9% 18.6% 42.4%

High School Graduate 19.9% 12.4% 35.1%

Some College, Associ-
ates Degree 10.7% 6% 19.9%

Bachelors Degree or
Higher 5.7% 4.2% 13.2%

Number of Related Chil-
dren Under 18 years of

No Child 9.9% 9.1% 13%

1-2 children 18.4% 9.4% 34.7%
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Characteristics

All Families, %
Below Poverty

Married Couples,
% Below Poverty

Female House-
holder, No Hus-

Level Level band Present, %
Below Poverty

Level

Social Security Income

in last 12 months 11.9% 11.5% 12.3%

Educational Attainment

Less than high school 25.9% 18.6% 42.4%

High School Graduate 19.9% 12.4% 35.1%

Some College, Associ-

ates Degree 10.7% 6% 19.9%

Bachelors Degree or

Higher 5.7% 4.2% 13.2%

Number of Related Chil-

dren Under 18 years of

No Child 9.9% 9.1% 13%

1-2 children 18.4% 9.4% 34.7%

3-4 children 26.3% 1% 54.7%

5 or more children 41% 15.4% 87.8%

Number of Workers in

No Workers 46.4% 33.1% 70.1%

1 Worker 19.5% 13.4% 28.3%

2 Workers 4.1% 2.9% 10%

3 or more Workers 3.3% 2.2% 8.6%

What is this?

Taken from the Census’ American Community Survey for 2005, a survey was performed
of families, with distinctions made between married and female-headed householder (no
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husband present), falling under the federal poverty line. A variety of characteristics and
variables of Miami-Dade’s poor families was measured.

Why is this important and how are we doing?

The survey, while holding a higher margin of error in demonstrating that marriage,
smaller families, and consistent employment are variables that contribute to progressing
out of poverty.

Median Earnings in last 12 months by Sex & Educational Attain-
ment for Miami-Dade Residents 25 Years of Age and Older
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What is this?

Taken from the Census’ American Community Survey for 2005, a survey was performed
of Miami-Dade residents’ annual earnings with educational attainment and gender taken
into consideration.
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Why is this important and how are we doing?

The survey, while holding a higher margin of error in demonstrating that educational at-
tainment enhances earnings as does being male. Females are consistently underval-
ued even when educational levels are equivalent.

Labor Force Participation
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What is this?

Taken from the Census’ American Community Survey, the labor force is all persons
classified as employed or unemployed in a specific geographic area. Those not in the
labor force include persons 16 years and older and for a variety of reasons (retirement,
disability, incarcerated, etc.) are not searching for work. The labor force participation
rate is the labor force ass a percent of the civilian non-institutional population.

Why is this important and how are we doing?

The labor force participation rate will provide the baseline for unemployment/
employment rates and how large our labor pool is. South Florida has a high population
of retirees and those who are institutionalized, often in correctional facilities. Recent
years have shown stability in the labor force participation rates.
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Local Area Unemployment Rates
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What is this?

The local area unemployment statistic, reported by the Department of Labor’s Bureau of
Labor Statistics, provides monthly and annual average estimates (shown above) for the
unemployment rate. The unemployment rate is the ratio of unemployed (those persons
who had no employment during time period, were available for work, and made specific
efforts to find employment) to the civilian labor force expressed as a percent.

Why is this important and how are we doing?

Unemployment rate is a primary indicator of economic and social well-being. While the
south Florida region of Miami-Ft. Lauderdale MSA holds a consistently higher rate of
unemployment when compared to the rest of the state, the region and the state has
made significant progress in reducing the unemployment rate in recent years. High
economic growth rates statewide has been successful in absorbing the high rate of
population growth the region and state are experiencing.
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Miami-Dade Households Living at or Below Poverty Line

Percent of Miami-Dade Families Whose Income in the Past 12 months was at or
below the Federal Poverty Line

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
14.6% 14.5% 15% 15% 14.9% 15%
What is this?

The American Community Survey measures the family incomes of Miami-Dade resi-
dents and develops a percent that were at or below the federal poverty line for the fam-
ily size in question.

Why is this Important & how are we doing?
Miami-Dade County family poverty rates remain consistently higher than statewide av-
erages and is a consistent indicator of social and economic well-being.

Child Poverty Rate
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What is this?
U.S. Census’ American Fact Finder Survey measure above poverty of related children
under the ages of 18 years of age.

Why is this important and how are we doing?

Miami-Dade County and the area have high rates of child poverty that are central chal-
lenges to our community’s well-being. Poverty has taken on a younger composition and
children who live in poverty have significant barriers towards long-term social and eco-
nomic success.
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% of Students in Free and Reduced Lunch Program

What is This?

The percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch. The percentage is
arrived at by dividing the number of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch, as
determined in October, by the student membership in October. Data is compiled by
school type, but is excluded for high schools.

Why Is this important & how are we doing?

This serves as an indicator of percent of low-income children that comprise a school
district. Miami-Dade has a significantly higher rate of participation due to overall higher
poverty rate.
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Number of Public Economic Assistance Applications
for Miami-Dade & Monroe (DCF District 11)
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What is this?
This is a measure by DCF of unduplicated count of applications, approved and denied,
for economic assistance e.g.. food stamps, Medicaid, cash assistance and others.

Why is it important & how are we doing?
This pie chart shows that over 20% of the entire state’s applications for assistance
comes from the Miami-Dade County area.

Benefits Determined Accurately

B % of Food Stamp Benefits Determined Accurately

B % of Cash Assistance Benefits Determined Accurately

B % of Food Stamp Applications Processed in Accordance with Federal High Perfomance Bonus criteria
B % of all applicaitons for assistance processed within time standards
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What is this?
One of Florida Dept. of Children & Families administrative performance measures that
looks at the processing accuracy for public benefits.

Why is it important & how are we doing?
Comparable with the state averages.
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Diversion and Self-Sufficiency Measures

Bl % of work able food stamp customers participating in work related activities

B % of TANF customers participating in work or work-related activities

B % Receiving a diversion payment/service that remain off cash assistance for 12 months
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What is this?

DCF has measures of self-sufficiency that are connected with their public benefits. Di-
version payments are lump sum TANF monies in lieu of ongoing monthly benefits with
the agreement that the recipient not enroll in monthly assistance program, a strategy of
DCF’s Strategic Plan for self-sufficiency.

Why is it important & how are we doing?

Comparable with the state averages.



Alliance for Human Services’ Community Impact Indicators for Miami-Dade County - Basic Needs

Wage Estimates by Industry Category for Miami-Dade

All Occupations 1,004,950 | $12.92 | $36,140
Management Occupations 30,370 $40.47 | $98,010
Business & Financial Operations 44,390 $24.21 $57,670
Computer & Mathematical Occupations 16,280 $25.53 | $56,270
Architecture & Engineering Occupations 12,230 $24.73 | $56,500
Life, Physical, & Social Science Occupations 5,870 $24.96 | $56,070
Community & Social Services Occupations 12,690 $15.98 | $36,700
Legal Occupations 12,460 $31.00 | $83,500

Education, Training, & Library Occupations

Estimates Not
Released

Estimates Not
Released

Estimates Not
Released

Art, Design, Entertainment, Sports, & Media 15,280 $18.81 | $45,340
Healthcare Practitioner & Technical Occupations 54,790 $24.09 | $57,770
Healthcare Support Occupations 21,590 $9.90 $22,040
Protective Service Occupations 39,130 $12.97 | $35,000

Food Preparation & Serving Related Occupations | 77,860 $7.83 $18,640
Building & Grounds Cleaning & Maintenance 34,460 $8.24 $18,800
Personal Care & Service Occupations 26,080 $8.94 $25,710
Sales & Related Occupations 131,000 $11.59 $35,190

Office & Administrative Support 211,360 $12.11 $27,600
Farming, Fishing, & Forestry Esgng:ezlot $6.94 $17,090
Construction & Extraction Occupations 36,800 $14.34 | $33,250
Installation, Maintenance, & Repair Occupations 35,740 $15.31 $34,130
Production Occupations 44,680 $10.16 | $24,460
Transportation & Material Moving Occupations 83,890 $10.36 | $29,610
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What is this?

The U.S. Dept. of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics’ May 2005 Metropolitan Area Oc-
cupation & Wage Estimate for Miami Metropolitan Area. This is data collected from area
employers in all industry sectors in the Miami metropolitan division.

Why is it important & how are we doing?
This gives a profile of the Miami-Dade economy, e.g. the large/small employment sec-
tors, and high/low wage areas of employment.



